
1870 Census

Looking for a Cowboy

Drovers in the 1870 Census



The United States Census

⚫ Federal Census started in 1790

⚫ Held every 10 Years

⚫ 1870 Census was the 9th Collected

⚫ Minor Changes Each Decade



1870 Census

⚫Wait! Wait! Wait!
⚫ This Presentation is a Bit Dry!

⚫ It Could Have Been So Much Different



The Presentation I Almost Did

⚫ Mary Lou:   Mike, can you do a 
presentation on the clothing that 
Drovers wore?

⚫ Me:  Uhhhhh …….



Drover Clothing



1870 Census Fields

⚫ Name

⚫ Age

⚫ Sex

⚫ Race

⚫ Occupation !!

⚫ Birth Place

⚫ Other Minor Info



1870 Census Instructions

Excerpt from 27 pages



1870 Census

⚫ So, Once the Census was Finished …

⚫ What Did The Government Do With The 

Data?

⚫ They Summarized It!





1872 Census Statistics

⚫ Two Years After the Census data is 
Collected, Demographic and Statistical 
Data is Released 

⚫ No Names

⚫ Includes Counts by Occupation

⚫ Other Summary Data



Excluded Because Government Doubted Accuracy



1870 Census Statistics

⚫ Population of the U.S. was 38 million

⚫ 37 States and 10 Territories (47 ??) 

⚫ Texas had 821,000 people, 19th largest

⚫ Kansas had 364,000 people, 29th largest

⚫ Oklahoma (Indian Territory) – No Census 
taken!
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1870 Census of Livestock



1870 Census - Drovers

⚫ Next Slide Shows Number of Drovers by 

State

⚫ Which State Had the Most Drovers?







1870 Census Search

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1870usfedcen/



1870 Census – Texas 
Drovers



1870 Census Texas 
Drover









Every Census Record Had To Be 
Transcribed



How about 

BEEF DROVER  !



How To Get All The Drovers ?

⚫ Transcription Errors !

⚫ Drover 

⚫ Driver       - Let’s Search! 

⚫ Stock Driver

⚫ Cattle Driver

⚫ Beef Drover



1870
Census
Texas
Driver



1870 Census Texas 
Driver





1870 Census Texas 
Driver



Drovers in Detail

⚫ I’ve picked a couple of Drovers

⚫ Track Them Through Census Years

⚫ Thadeus Coulter

⚫ Andrew Hanna

⚫ Off We Go!







1880



1890 Census





1902 Obituary of Thadeus Coulter

⚫ Gonzales Inquirer Jan. 31, 1902

⚫ The death of Mr. T. L. Coulter, aged 51 years, living on 
Five Mile, is reported this morning. He died last night 
and will be buried this evening in the Coulter cemetery 
near his home. He is an old well-known citizen of that 
section, and spoken most highly of by those who 
knew him. He is a brother of Mr. J. J. Coulter, of 
Luling.



Rebecca Coulter

⚫ Thadeus Coulter’s wife, Rebecca lived on until 
1930.

⚫ Buried at Gonzales Cemetery, Gonzales TX

Source: https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/54533469/



Drover #2

⚫ Let’s Look at Andrew Hanna



1870 Census Texas 
Drover



1850 Census – Back in Time!











⚫ New guy



1940 Census

⚫ The 1940 Census is the last available census for 
review.

⚫ Do You Think Andrew Hanna made it to 
1940?

⚫ Current law says Census must be at least 72 
years old before release.

⚫ 1950 Census to be released in April 2022 !





Death Certificate
For
Andrew J. Hanna
1940







Sources
⚫ 1870 Census Records at Ancestry.com

− https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1870usfedcen/

⚫ 1872 Statistical Summary of the 1870 Census
− https://www.census.gov/content/census/en/library/publications/1872/dec/1870e.html

⚫ 1880 Census Report for Cattle, Sheep and Swine

− http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/usda/AgCensusImages/1880/1880a_v3-20.pdf

⚫ Newspapers com

− https://www.newspapers.com/search/

⚫ Find a Grave

− https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/8384458

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1870usfedcen/
https://www.census.gov/content/census/en/library/publications/1872/dec/1870e.html
http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/usda/AgCensusImages/1880/1880a_v3-20.pdf
https://www.newspapers.com/search/


Cowboys Dressed Differently in 1913!



1880 Extra Slides

⚫ Not for Presentation



1880 Cattle Summaries



Texas Cattle Drives Totals by Year


